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My first takeaway from the article regarding a controversial new foreign policy 

development within the government of Turkey relates to Chapter 7 in the textbook.  Chapter 7 

discusses government and foreign trade policy and how that relates to businesses looking to 

expand into other countries and what types of governments and policy ideologies make a country 

ideal for expansion or a bad choice.  My takeaway from this article, as it discusses Turkey’s 

foreign policy changed and actions in recent years goes hand in hand with this chapter.  I 

understood from this article that Turkey’s foreign policy under Mr. Erdogan is very volatile and 

the foreign power they have chosen to align themselves with paint them as not a place a business 

would want to expand into.  Mr. Erdogan is known to change his mind often and play favorites 

when it comes to his foreign policy.  Such antics breed a volatile environment and one that could 

change drastically for businesses at the drop of a hat.  The country has tried to play happy 

medium but is working more like a double agent when it comes to foreign relations, with 

Erdogan cozying up to Russian president, Putin, with also making moves to bar Russian forces 

from blockading important shipments into Ukraine. 

My second takeaway from this article not only relates to Chapter 7 from the textbook, but 

also Chapter 8 regarding foreign direct investment and different ways a company might expand 

into a new country when looking to do business with them.  Turkey has allied itself with 

incredibly volatile and controversial allies such as Russia.  This is definitely cause for extreme 

concern for companies looking to expand or directly invest in Turkey, especially for western 

companies as westerners are typically not welcome.  Many foreign powers hoped Turkey would 

distance itself from Russia due to the issues with the war in Ukraine, creating more potential for 

foreign direct investment or economic expansion, however, Turkish ties with Russia couldn’t be 



stronger as they are one of Turkey’s largest oil consumers, with their near $8bn industry seeing 

almost a 50% increase from 2021. 

My final takeaway from this article again regards chapter 7 and 8 from the textbook, 

again discussing the issues Turkey has been causing with their international governmental 

policies and foreign relations.  Turkey itself is becoming increasingly aggressive in their 

international policies and foreign relations.  They have been making threats in attempts to strong 

arm its “allies” into removing sanctions and essentially doing what they want.  Similarly, while 

Turkey is a part of NATO, who has openly rebuked Russia for the invasion into Ukraine and was 

awakened to Russia’s volatility with such actions, Turkey has said outright that they do not 

believe Russia poses a threat and that NATO’s issues with Russia should not be allowed to affect 

their foreign relationships.  Additionally, Turkey has threatened to prevent Finland and Sweden 

from entering NATO in a ploy to get the United States to stop threatening to cease sales of the 

new F-16 fighter jets.  These are just two examples for how difficult Turkey is proving to be to 

work with if something does not fit within their ideologies and therefore, attempting to expand 

into Turkey or directly invest as a foreign entity would be incredibly risky. 

These takeaways are incredibly significant to businesses looking to directly invest within 

the middle east because they show that it is very important to look at how the country you are 

looking to expand into manages international relations, who they choose to ally with and what 

their foreign policies have been like in the past few years because it gives a pretty clear idea on 

how working within and with that country would be. 
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